GANDHI

Both had visions of a classless society in which justice
and brotherhood and peace should prevail. Both in-
spired the masses with this vision. Both drew their
own political power from the support of these masses.
Both lived lives of extreme self-sacrifice, identifying
themselves with the disinherited, and sharing their suf-
ferings. Both were venerated as saints, and followed
as leaders.

But here the similarity ends. Lenin believed that
capitalism could be crushed in one smashing blow and
a new order quickly instituted practically overnight.
His new order was first and last an economic order,
based on the Marxian philosophy, frankly material-
istic, and involving the abolition of private property,
the nationalization of all land, natural resources, and
industries, the dictatorship of the proletariat, and the
immediate and widest possible use of machinery to
increase production and inaugurate a mechanistic
Utopia. If the economic foundation was sound, Lenin
believed man's spiritual life would take care of itself.
To redeem the economic order he was willing to use
violence and hatred, to crack skulls and bomb cities.
He scorned religious or spiritual means to accomplish
his end.

Gandhi, on the other hand, believes that man must
be redeemed spiritually before he may hope to achieve
the good society. "I have no desire/' he said, "for the
perishable kingdom of earth. I am striving for the
kingdom of heaven which is spiritual deliverance,"
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